
WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS 2019 

 
Keynote Address: Every Child Has a Voice                Comer Yates 
Do you see that child crying to get your attention? What about the one so excited they can't talk? Every 

child is unique, special, and has their own voice. It is up to us as educators to listen to those unique 

voices, even if that voice is not spoken. Comer Yates, Executive Director of the Atlanta Speech school 

will inspire you to listen to each voice you hear and help you discover how your own calling can make a 

difference in how you hear their voice. (Appropriate for all ages) 

 
Navigating Special Education Services in the School System       Georgia Fruechtenicht 
Preschool educators are often the first people to express concern to a parent about a child’s 

developmental delays. Parents rely on preschool educators to guide them in the process of getting 

services for their children. This session will provide educators an overview of the special education 

process and information on how to help parents learn to advocate for their children and partner with their 

school system. In this session, the presenter will cover the following topics:  I.  Child Find under the 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) a federal law that requires school districts to identify 

and evaluate children who may have a disability and may benefit from special education services.  II. 

Referral and Evaluation how to request an evaluation and what to expect from the evaluation process      

III. Eligibility for an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) or a Service Plan a review of the categories of 

special education eligibility, the criteria to qualify for services, and the differences between an IEP and a 

Service Plan.  IV. Special Education Services and the IEP once a student is eligible, services available 

will depend on several factors, such as the age of the child and his/her unique needs.  V. Resources, 

Information, and Support knowing who to contact when you have questions is essential in supporting 

parents in this process. (Appropriate for all ages) 

 
The Power of Music: Incorporating Music into Learning Curriculums    Nikki Wilson  
The Power of Music: Incorporating Music into Learning Curriculums will discuss the impact music has on 

the brain and encourage its implementation into lesson plans to facilitate individualized learning. 
(Appropriate for all ages) 

 
Math and Take Math Games       Angela Robinson & Essie Sims 
This training with correlate the GELDs and the standards of Quality Rated to show teachers how math 
games can be easily made with everyday resources. (Appropriate for all ages) 

 
Let's Get Moving             Jamaica Stevens 
Come learn 20 Different Yoga, Dance and Movement Activities for your classroom or childcare 
(Appropriate for all ages) 

 
Imagine That: Promoting Creativity & Individuality in Preschoolers   

        Merry Bentley Barlow 
Explore materials and learn how research on divergent thinking and constructivist learning apply to 
teaching preschoolers to be 21st Century learners by becoming more creative, better at problem solving 
and critical thinking, confident, and independent. (Appropriate for all ages) 

 
Mother Goose to Dr. Seuss: Science and Literacy     Danna Coffey 
Make story time more exciting and interactive using using scientific methods and science experiments to 
enhance literacy activities. (Appropriate for all ages) 

 
 



Infant Toddler Physical Development: Playground Fun, Rain or Shine  Cindy McNeil 
In this training participants will explore new ideas and activities to enhance their outside learning time. 
(Infants and Toddlers) 

 
Wide Wide World of Social Studies       Donna Moyer 
Maps, Flags, Community Helpers, and the Okefenokee are just part of the Wide Wide World of Social 
Studies! This workshop will show you how to integrate experiences your preschool students will love 
while you achieve the Georgia Early Learning and Development Standards for Social Studies.   
You’ll gather activities for large group circle time, small groups at the teacher’s table, and independent 
centers including a full week’s lesson plans on our wonderful state of Georgia!  (Three’s and up) 

 
Standards Based Teaching with Infants and Toddlers    Douglas Bell 
Do you struggle with feeling overwhelmed when you think about teaching infants and toddlers? Can they 
really learn anything at such a young age? Join us for a fun session on learning how to make your 
curriculum work to help your children learn the skills you are trying to teach. (Infants and Toddlers) 

 
Power of Our Language               Angela Shelton & Karensa Harris 
Participants will learn the important impact of language and vocabulary on children's development and 
later school learning. They will learn strategies for building and teaching vocabulary in a meaningful 
context and how to be intentional about choosing effective vocabulary words. Vocabulary development 
plays a critical role in a child’s ability to communicate his/her needs and wants. Intentional instruction that 
exposes and that help’s young children learn and understand new vocabulary words is an essential 
component of language development. (Three’s and Four’s) 

 
How to Handle Emergencies        Rodney Pires 
In this session, you will learn state and federal regulations in how to properly respond to various 
emergencies. (Appropriate for all ages) 

 
Supporting Young Children Who are Culturally and Linguistically Diverse and Their 

Families: Culture It's in Every One of Us      Carol Daniels 
This training focuses on exploring personal culture, appreciating the impact of language, culture, and 
family on outcomes for young children, and discovering ways in which to support the full potential of each 
young child and their family. (Appropriate for all ages) 

 
Fire Safety           Patti Phillips 
Participants must attend both sessions for complete credit 
Meets the requirements outlined by the Georgia Fire Marshalls office for all child care professionals in 
Georgia. (Appropriate for all ages) 

 
Ages and Stages (Friday Only)            Gina Elowe 
Present and discuss ages and stages of development for preschool aged students. (Appropriate for all 
ages) 

 
Director’s Roundtable (Friday Only)                 Pam Kurkoski 
Open discussion with all directors/administrators on current issues, as well as ways to ensure staff are 
incorporating best practices into their daily lessons and routines and ways to coach them. (Directors and 
Administrators) 

 
 
 



Toddler Talk           Maria Abercrombie 
Language is critical in the early years. Come learn new ideas to promote language development in 
toddlers. 1) Participants will identify 5 language milestones. 2) Participants will list 3 ideas to use to 
promote language in the toddler setting. (Toddlers) 

 
Early Detection of Developmental Delays and Disabilities (Friday Only)     Rita Young 
In this workshop, we will discuss developmental milestones for children 0-5 yrs, learn to recognize signs 
of concern and discuss the available state resources to assist children maximize their potential. 
(Appropriate for all ages) 

 
On Beyond, "What Color is This?" (Friday Only)     Terry Graham 
Learn unique questioning strategies that will  help children become critical and creative thinkers. How is 
a marble like a smile? You'll find out! (Appropriate for all ages) 

 
The Benefits of Dual Language (Friday Only)           Matty Merchant 
The workshop will explore: What are the benefits of having dual language learners in our classroom? 
What are the benefits of speaking more than one language? How we could support dual language 
learners and their families? (Appropriate for all ages) 

 
Executive Function in Young Children     Julia Stoll & Yasmeon Williams 
This presentation will give a basic overview of the concept of executive functioning focusing on the 
impact of executive functioning on the performance of children in preschool. (Appropriate for all ages) 

 
How can Teachers Identify and Support Children with Communication Challenges? 

    Julie Smith 
Participants will understand the importance of early speech and language skills for literacy and academic 
success. In addition, participants will learn how to identify children with communication challenges and 
how to best support them. (Appropriate for all ages) 

 
Let’s R.E.A.D.                 Crystal Gibson 
Session will empower educators & families to build children’s brains through interactive storybook 
reading. Anticipated learning objectives:  
1. Enhance participants’ knowledge of the importance of interactive storybook reading and the critical 
role it plays in children’s development and future school achievement 
2. Build participants’ capacities to practice and share the R.E.A.D. strategy  
(Appropriate for all ages) 

 
Creating a Peaceful Classroom: Helping Children Learn a Sense of Calm          Kenneth Hoats 
One of the many things which helps create a peaceful classroom is helping children learn a sense of 
calm. This workshop will encourage teachers to take a look at their own sense of calm and all of the 
other factors which influence our ability to manage stress - then take those skills into the classroom in 
order to share with their children. It's never too early to teach health and well-being. (Appropriate for all 
ages) 

 
Looking Closer: Infant & Toddler Assessment     Douglas Bell 
Are you of the belief that infants and toddlers are too young to assess? Join us as we learn strategies, 
tips, and techniques of observation and assessment in infants and toddlers. (Infants and Toddlers) 

 
 



Get Ready to Read (Saturday Only)       Maria Abercrombie 
Ensure that Four Year Olds in your care are ready to read with this short, easy screening tool. 1) 
Participants will identify 3 key areas needed to begin reading. 2) Participants will be abke to implement 
the GRTR screening tool. (Four’s) 

 
Engaging Children in Early STEM Education Through Interactive Robots, Tangibles, and 

Games        Johnetta MacCalla & Ayanna Howard 
In summary, we will present an overview of the resources available to teach STEM in an inclusive early 
learning class environment. (Appropriate for all ages) 

 
Interactive Storytelling           Chris Moses- Alliance Theater 
Join Alliance Theatre for a hands-on workshop that will help you bring storybooks to life! Through the use 
of engaging drama strategies, learn practical techniques that will help you spruce up your story book 
reading routine. An Alliance Theatre teaching artist will demonstrate read aloud techniques, break down 
the process of planning step-by-step, and share resources to align your storytelling with early childhood 
education best practices. Participants will walk away with all the tools they need to deliver their own 
interactive read alouds in their classrooms and centers. (Appropriate for all ages) 

 
Closing Session: Every Child Has a Voice      Alliance Theater with Tim Miller 
Every child has a voice.  What if that voice was given the respect & gravity it deserves?  What if that 
voice could soar beyond all imagination?  Hear celebrated opera singer Timothy Miller as he interprets 
the words of pre-school students from across Atlanta.  Learn about the Tony Award-winning Alliance 
Theatre’s process of developing this original material and close out the conference by hearing it 
performed by one of Atlanta’s most powerful voices. (Appropriate for all ages) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 


